
Washington's Bible Savs He Was Born on Feb. 11
Ol.lt records.what stories tliev

inn tell. Sometimes full of
romance, sometimes startling
in their disclosures.

It would seem that Washington'*
birthday, observed for so many years on

Februu.v 52, wan u celebration founded
.enurelt on accurate historical facts

But Historians Now Say it Was February 22, and They Are Right in
Their Way.When Was Birthday First Celebrated?.An Agree¬

ment of President Wilson and Senator Lodge.
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4 OMPI.KTK ACCOTNTS OI-' HIS
l\(.TON WHII'k ( OMMANUKR-IN-d
PAtiK OP HTft ACtOl.MT ROOK I'OK

Tet burled in the family Bible of Wash¬
ington's mother and written In her own
handwriting is an entry which makes
one pause with surprise. There she has

/ clearlj\ recorded the astounding state-
men that George Washington was Corn
on February 11.
Certainly no one should know more

about this important event than Mrs.
Washington.
There It Is in black and white in her

own handwriting:
"George Washington, son to Augustine

and Mary, his wife, was borne jp 11th

KXPKXSES WF.ltF. KKFT BV WASll-
IIKF. AROVK IS A FA< *¦>!II.K OF A
APHI l. 177#.

of February, 1732, about 10 in the morn¬

ing. and was baptized the 3d of April
following. Mr. Beverly Whiting and
('apt. Christopher Brooks, godfathers,
and Mrs. Mildred Gregory, godmother."
Family Bibles, especially in those

times, were the last word iu accuracy,
so this statement must be accepted a."

indisputable.
* # * *

And yet the 22d is unquestioned as
the national celebration of the birthday
of our first President. More than that
the two foremost biographers of Wash-
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i 11Kton. Senator I,o<lgft and President
Wilson, agree in stating that Washing¬
ton was born on February 22. Kven on

cotemporary subjects one or the other
of these two statesmen must be right.
When they agree their joint statements
should be considered correct.
Washington's mother on one side and

Lodge and Wilson, united, on tlie other;
here Is the mystery.
On second thought the apparent dis¬

crepancy Is easily solved.
Both sides are right. As it is said,

all roads lead to Rome; at least this
puzzle ends there. I'ope (iregory holds
the key.
By the latter pari of the sixteenth

century the calendar year had become
askew with the astronomical year. It
seemed important that a readjustment
be made and I'ope tJregory XIII. after
careful consultation with the learned
men of his time, decreed that In K)S2
ten days should be dropped and ar¬

ranged what has since been called the
Gregorian calendar. The mandate of the'
I'ope was followed that year by Spain.
Portugal, Italy and France, but England
would have none of it and continued on

the basis of the old calendar for another
century and a half.
By 1752 in Kngland the discrepancy

had mounted up to eleven days, and I lie
disadvantages of two systems of dates
was causing great annoyance. It was

necessary to date letters going1 from
Kngland or her colonies to Franco with
the days of both systems; for instance.
February 11-12. So at last to avoid all
this confusion Kngland officially adopted
the Gregorian calendar and decreed that
eleven days lie omitted in the year 17fi2
between September 3 and September 14.

* * * *

So for Washington, liis birthday in
1703 and all succeeding years fell on

February 22. Ilow fortunate younj:
George must have considered himself
not to have been born on one of those
illusive eleven days which were lost en¬

tirely in that, momentous year of 1752!
How puzzled he would then have been
in after years to ha\e known how olci
he really was!
Rut there is another record winch

throws light on what was probably the
first ,»ublic recognition of his birthday.
Tills time the record is in his own hanu-
wrlllng. While commander-in-chief of
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the continental armies, with all his
other responsibilities and duties, Wash¬
ington found time to keep exact records
of all his expense*. These expense ac-

counts were sev«V1' year* »K" iiuiIk
a\ ailahle by their ^'"""ferra! from the

Treasury 1 <epartm«\ '° "le Library of

Congress. where thex were placed wltli
the great collection °t Washir.Bton'a
papers there. John O Htzpatrlclt, the
assistant chief, manuscript division of

the Library of Congrea^ has issued In
a limited edition a facsimile reproduc¬
tion of part of these expenae account*.

In one of Washington's t'WIy expense
account books there Is an entry, under
date of February !2,.1"8, which reads.

t'mli paid (It" 'J-M Insl. t.» I'nxtor'a
hand by tlie <5. <> Ifia

* * * *

An interpretation r.r this brief note

shows that the band or C'ol.^l'roctor'a
4 th Continental Artillery apparently
took it upon Itself to aerenade the com-

mander-ln-cltlef. This old record brings
to light that Valley Forge, with all that
thai name means of privations and suf¬
fering, was the setting where was staged
what was undoubtedly the first recogni¬
tion In any public way of Washington'*
birthday.
There Is still another record of thosf

revolutionary times which touches us

perhaps most poignantly today. To th».
French is credit due for the tlrst public
cclebratlon of Washington's birthday.
It was in February, 1781, that Comte de
Hochamheau, with true French spirit,
declared a holiday for the French troops
who were then located in Connecticut.
Washington's birthday fell that year on

Sunday, so the French general specified
that the following Monday be set aside
for the,celebration of the birthday of his
commander, whom he so highlj es¬

teemed.
it was another of the many evidences

of the close ties between France and
America which existed in revolutionary
times. It was on that memorable occa¬

sion that was first laid the foundation
of our national holiday

Good Returners.
pODMAN WAXAMAKEIi said [it a

dinner in Philadelphia:
"We Americans are the most gen¬

erous buyers In the world. We are

also very lavish in returning to the
accommodating dealers the things
that we have bought.
^'An American traveler was being

shown over Warwick Castle.
"'This 'ere tower,' hla guide told

him impressively, 'goes hack to Wil¬
liam the Conqueror.'
"'Why, what's the matter with it?"

said the traveler. 'Ain't it satisfac¬
tory?' "

A Necessary Warning.
a N Army officer was describing the

horrible sufferings of C'zechoslo-.
vakla, Esthonia, Courland and Ru¬
mania, and the necessity for supply¬
ing them with American meat and

grain.
A young lady, smiling above a huge

fan of ostrich plujnea. said:
"Look here, we don't wind feeding

those small nations, but for goodness
sake tell them to stop fighting be¬
tween meals!''

RING W. LARDNER'S WEEKLY LETTER
TO the Kditor: As you probably

lead in the papers they's been
a Joi of flu around here aa
well as elsewherea but the

only bat'lllU ielci witch has bit me ho
far la the grand opera (term that costs
just as much but maybe don't kill as
many people though at lease 1 and
sometimes " or S of the performers
dies in the last act.
Well 1 told my friends in last wks.

issue about seeing Oeraldine lit poor
Butterfly down to the opera house in
N. T. city so the other day the Mrs.
made the remark that the Chicago
opera singer* was at tlie theater so
on acct. of us being from old Oh I you
might sav why wo figured it wasn't
no more than fair to go there 1 night
so I looked In' the paper and seen
where Rosic Tlaisa was going to play
Norma and she Is the best soprano
singer I ever heard outside of maybe
Nora Bayes so I said leave us go and
hear her.
So 1 day 1 couldn't helfffrom being

in N. T. city so I went up to the thea¬
ter and hailed out a roll of bills thai
would AoUe a gnat.
"Well" says the bird in the box of¬

fline "It certainly seems good to see »

guy from old Chi. How are you?"
"I wonder it you could fix nie up for

next Tuesday night for Hosie in Nor¬
ma" I said sticking my roll back in
my thimble.
"Tou bet 1 can" said the bird "and If

tt wasn't going to be a sell out I
wouldn't take your money."

I just set this down to show how 1
.tand with birds from old Chi. lie
took mr money but he wouldn't If he
could help It.
Well Tuesday night finely come snd

sure enough It waa a sell out and be-
.lde« every seat being full they was 2
.r I 1«A pereon* parked on thoir dogs

_ ®nd you had is houdlnl your way to
flour teal. Well 1 ef the N. T music

critter said tlie next A.M. thai il wan

the 1st time Norma had been sang for
140 yra. except in Chicago witch of
coarse don't count and the last time
it was really sang was by Mlli l.em-
011 In N. V. city the vr. I.ord C'orn-
wallig run for president so any way
its a old old fttorv and I guess 1 may
as well tell you what its about
Well it seems that In the old days

when Gallia was omues divisia in
partes ties they was a IOlks lodge over
there witoll they called the druids and
the minute you joined them you tvaa

exempt from military service and you
didn't half to pay no taxes and I

guess- they didn't have no trouble in-
creasefng their memberships. The
only draw backs was that you had to
worship a oak tie* and live on acrous
and you couldn't have no children
witch is why pretty neat everybody
In the show was old geezers with
Ut-a ills.

Well iti Ibis show it starts out that
the wops have knocked the Calls for
a touchdown and gool and tliey'a a

bird name Pollio from Uoma who
has been placed in charge of the
druids and It seems like him and Nor¬
ma who is arch nueen of the druids
has been married or something and

any way they have got 2 children 1 of
them 7 yrs. old and the other 9 and on
acct. ot it being vh the druids law*
to have children, Itoste has Ijjpt hers
a secret and 1 will half to slip it to
her (or so doing, a* personly I know
something about childerti and I will
give anybody 1900.00 that ran keep
them a secret 9 minutes to say noth¬
ing about S yrs
But I seem to of atrayed cfr of the

plot. It seems that this wop Pollio
flnal.v gets atuck on another ¦a I
Myrna Shallow and she modestly
owns the same up to Roile so Roale
cusses her but Myrna saya ahe won't
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have nothing more to do with the before i can tlniah this atory. (l.augli-
bird ao the ahow goea on. ter and cheera.) Well U aeomu like
Well ( wilt half to give you aon»e lit* drnlda ia like all other .grand

more of the by lawa of the druld* opera rttara and when they want to

express deep emotion tliey hit them-
salt with the Hat of their hand i*nd
they usually pick out a pl»ce where
It won't hurt namely the top of the
head. But that has nothing to do
with thin story.
Well In atto duo when Home found

out that Polllo was now stuck on

Myrna for some reason another site
decided to kill her childero and t

have often felt the same wa,y but
just couldn't do it when it c.oiMj to

the pinch and neither could she *10

they was no kids murdered ii\ this
opera but. It seems that ifiey was
another by law of the druids that If
you done something: wrong you had
to kill yourself and they always had
a (ire going so you could Btep Into It
and burn up so in the last uct Rosie
owns up to her old man that she has
got a couple kids and her and the
father of her children steps Into the
fire and down comes the asbestos cur-ytain so the guys that have paid $8.60
won't be burnt also and the next
idear is to run out and gf^ti taxi

the 11:30 train.
1 am afraid 1 haven't describe^, i^is

opera very good but will itf%^tough one to tell about und nv fen¬
der It takes 140 yrs. to get remijf tb>r
It and In regards »« the mVwc ty
Bellini why all as 1 can say Is that
he stole 3 of liis beat tunes rtroin
Nearer To Thee and Ho Long t,etty
and the Mocking Bird.
Next wk. dear editor I will try and

not write 110 more opera stuff unless
some bird gives me a pair of tickets
without holding out his hand like
they wus a aftermath or something.

Greenwich, Conn.. Feb 20.
(('(Wright, ffO>, toy tli- H*tl lee.)

for the O. C. depot
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